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STANFORD DEPARTMENT OF DRAMA AND DANCE DIVISION PRESENT
RED ROVER, AN OUTDOOR TRAVELING PERFORMANCE ON MAY 28

Co-sponsored by SiCa and Stanford Lively Arts, free event featuresfive

newly commissioned works by Stanford alumni and Bay Areachoreographers
Starford, CA, May 6, 2008N Starford UniversityO$epartmert of Dramaand Dance Division presert
Red Rover, atraveling performarce of five site-specffic dancescreatd for and performed at fi ve outdoor
siteson the Starford campus on Wednegday, May 28 at 7:00 p.m. Bay Area choreagraphers Bri ttany
Brown Ceres, Janice Garrett, Brenton Cheng, Hope Mohr, and Bliss Kohlmeyer-Dowman have
creaed new works inspired by evocatve and sometimes hidden Starford spaces\ a serene bamhoo grove,
anintriguing fountain, animposing pathway, a futuristic atrium, and atranquil pondN that the audience
will traverse throughout the evening to its final location. Co-sponsored by the Stanford I nstitute for
Creativity and the Arts (SiCa) and Stanford Lively Arts, thisfreeevent begns at Roble Gym and will
culminate at approximately 9:00 p.m. with aninformal, celetratory picnic whereaudience memberscan
sharefood and thoughts with the artists.

Red Rover islinkedto anew course, GFigure/Ground: Site-Specific Dance Peformancein
Alternative Environmerts,Otaught by Starford Universty lecurer Diane Frank. The course exploresthe
history of site-specific work, the use of alternative spacesfor performarce, and various processesfor
creatng performarce art in regonse and relation to the ervironmert. Additionally, four of the
choreographersN Garrett, Cheng, Mohr, and CeredN are Stanford alumni, and Kohlmeyer-Dowman
darcedin Starford Artist-in-Resdence Robert MosesOKin dance compary.

OByhaving site-specifi c performarcesthat arenot tiedto traditional performing spaces the
projectwill welcome multiple audiencesto the work, including those who might seeaticketedevert ata
standard performance spaceasa barrier to ertry to the arts,Osays Ms. Frark. Orhe project will also forge
stronger connections for the universgty betweenboth the greater Bay Area dance community ard,
importartly for the Starford Arts Initiative, to alumni who areinteresedin the performing arts.O

-More-



Each artist hasbeenaskedto incorporate the ideaof OreliN however abstractyN into his or her
work, a play on the childrenOgjamethat inspiredthe title of the everingOerformarces Studertsin the
darcedivision will leadthe audience, OraingOfrom site to site for each10-minute performarce. Tour
guideswill be providedand each participant will also be givena mapand program on the performarce

night.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Janice Garr ett isthe artistic direcior of Janice Garrett & Dancers which she formed after more than 20

yearsasadanceartist and independert choreagrapher throughout the U.S. and Europe. Garret ard her
compary have receivedfive nominations for Isadora DuncanDance Awards aswell asthe 2004 honor
begowedby Dance Magazine. Garrett makeswork about pegple creaing anextraardinary serse of
kinship and connecfion. The compary is committedto avision of dance asanexpressive, unspokenform
of communication that fostersunderganding and a serse of community among peagple. The compary was
honoredin 2004 asone of Dance MagazineO<Iwerty Five to Watch.O

Brenton Chengis ateacter, director, and performer of improvisedand choreographed work
basdin the Bay Area. In addition to direcing his own work, he hasperformedwith interrationally-
acchimed Contraband, Zaccho Dance Theatr, Angus Balbernie, Kim Epifano, Jo Kreiter & Flyaway
Productions, and mary others at such pl acesasJacobOillow, BatesDance Fedival, and the Fedival
dOAvignon, Frarce. He teachesongoing classeslocally ard givesworkshops eachyear in various regons
of France, aswell asthroughout Europe, Russia, and Taiwan

Hope Mohr wasclassically trainedat the San Frarcisco Ballet School and wasfirst exposedto
moderndance at Starford. She movedto New York in 1997, where she dancedon scholarship atthe
Merce Cunningham Dance Studio and the Trisha Brown Studio. While basedin New York, Ms. Mohr
performed nationally and interrationally asa memker of the Trisha Brown Dance Company and the
Lucinda Childs Dance Company. She teactesmodern dancetechnique and creaive movemert to a wide
variety of peopleN from professional dancersto carncer patierts. As anemergng choreographer, she has
presrtedwork in both New York and the Bay Area. In 2006, she wasthe first artist-in-resdence with the
Interdisciplinary Laboratory for Art, Nature and Dancein New York City.

Brittany Brown Ceresisthe director of the Summerfest/dance,the Manager of ODC Theatr,
and the choreographer/director of Dance Ceres She receivedan MFA in Choreagraphy from SUNY,
Puchas Cdlege, and anMA in Dance Educaion from Starford, whereshe servesasa substitute for full-
timefacuty. Ms. Cereschoreagraphy hasbeenproducedin the Bay Area at Sunmerfeg/dance, Jon Sims
Certer for the Arts, Noh Space Theater, ODC Theater, The Thumbnail Fegival, Dancers' Group's Local
Series Vernue 9 Series and atthe American College Dance Fegival.

-More-



Bliss Kolmyer-Dowman hasdancedand toured with the Bill T. JonegArnie Zane Darce
Compary, The SeanCurran Comparny, and Alex Beller. In SanFrarcisco, she hasdancedwith Janice
Garrett & Darcers, Robert MoseOKin, and the SanFrancisco Opera Currertly on faculty atthe ODC
School and alecturer at UC Berkeley, she hastaught at the Certral Pemsylvania Y outh Ballet, The
Universty of Nevadaat Rero, UC Berkeley, UC Sarta Cruz, Arizona State Universty, SanFrancisco
State Universty, Cal Pdy Universty, Starford Univerdty, and the SanFrancisco Dance Certer.

Diane Frank taught dance techique atthe Merce Cunningham Dance Studio from 1979-87. She
wasa dancer with DouglasDunn and Dancers 1976-87, and assisted Mr. Dunn in the staging of worksin
the U.S. and abroad She taught in resdernciesfor the Merce Cunningham Dance Studio atthe American
Certerin Paris, aswell asatthe Paris Opera. She also received seven Choreagraphic Fellowships from
the National Endowmert of the Arts, aswell ascommissions for choreagraphic work from The Jerome
Foundation, Darnce Theatre Workshop, Dance Bay Area, arnd Meetthe Composer. She currertly teacles
advancedmodern techique and mertors choreography project at Starford Universty ard is also on the

Steering Committeefor Starford's Institute for Diverdty in the Arts.

TICKETS
Admission to Red Rover isfree.For updatesand more information visit livelyarts.starford.edu.

VENUE INFORMATION

Red Rover bednsin front of Roble Gym (351 Sarta Teresa Stree) where audience will assembe at 7:00

p.m. The five performarcelocations, which will be within afive- to seven-minute walk from one arother,
include Temanslope and pond (dance by Brittany Brown Cereg), the Clark Centerinterior circular
courtyardand circular balconies(dance by Jarnice Garrett), Lokey Labs/Mudd Bldg. Bamboo Grove
(darce by Brenton Cherg), Carfield Courtyard walkways and grass (dance by Hope Mohr) and Shumway
Fountain at Koret Park (darnce by Bliss Kohimeyer-Dowmar). A seaichale map of the Starford campus

canbe accessed at http://ucomm stanford.edu/cgi-bin/map.

ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF DRAMA AND STANFORD DANCE DIVISION

Starford's Departmert of Drama hasbeenaleaderin theakr studiesand perfformance sinceits separaton

from Departmert of English in the 1930s. As a combination of inter-related undergraduate and PhD.
curricula, the Departmert integratestheary, criticism and performarce. Working under the belief that
scholarship is strengthened by pegple directy involvedin performarce, and that performarceis erharnced
by pracitionerswhose aralytic skills had beenhonedin scholarship, the Departmert producesmore than
adozenproductions each acacemic school year, including caronical plays, commissioned dance works,

experimental projects, and the work of visiting artists. Visit http://dramastanford.edu.
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The Darce Division's goal is to develop a cultivated mind, a trained body and passionate
engagemen through movemert experience. Dance offers a range of clasesthat examine the historical,
sociological, ard cultural implications of dance,aswell asclasesfocusing on awide variety of
techiquesard styles Faculty ard lecturersare performersand artists in their own fields. Visit
http://dance stanford.edu.

ABOUT SICA
The Starford Institute for Creatvity and the Arts (SiCa), edallishedin 2006, acts asthe Starford Arts
Initiative's nerve certer, leadng the developmert of new undergraduate arts programs, hosting artistsin
resdence; administering new multidisciplinary graduate degreeprograms, awarding grarts for
multidisciplinary arts reseach and teaching; incubating collaborative performarcesand exhibitions with
campus partnersand other institutions; and providing certralizedcommunicaion for Starford arts events

and programs. Visit http://sicastarford.edu.

ABOUT STANFORD LIVELY ARTS
Starford Lively Artsisthe premier arts presernter and producerin Silicon Valley. Now entering its 39th

yearat Stanford Univerdty, Lively Artsreactesa diverse audience through performarcesof music,
theatr, dance, spokenword, and multimeda works and is a dedination for artists developing new work.
Lively Arts offers audiencesa window into the creaive proces aswell asaforum for exploration and
discussion. As akey stakeholderin the arts at Starford, Lively Arts plays aleadng, collaborative role as
Starford movesto integrate the arts throughout acadcemic disciplinesand the community. Visit
livelyarts.starford.edu.

CALENDAR EDITORS PLEASE NOTE:

What: RED ROVER

Program: Five site-specific, outdoor darnce performancesby choreographers
Brittany Brown Ceres Janice Barrett, Brenton Chen, Hope Mohr, and
Bliss Kohlmeyer Dowman

Where: Starting at Roble Gym, Starford Univerdty

When: Wedheday, May 28 from 7£0:00 p.m.

Tickets: Free

Presented by: Starford Departmert of Drama/Dance Division; co-sponsored by

Starford Institute for Creatvity and the Arts (SiCa) and Starford Lively Arts

De<ription: Red Rover isanevering of five commissioned, site-specifi c dance/performarce
works arecreaedfor and performedin a seriesof outdoor sitesseleciedby the
choreographers. Audiencewill travel from site to site to the final degination: a
sharedpicnic and lively discussion underthe starsfor all the performers and
auwlience members
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